
Easter 4 Year A

Readings

Acts 2:42—47 1 Peter 2:19—25

John 10:1—10 Psalm 23

I runga, i te Ingoa o te Atua, o te Matua, o te Tama, o te Wairua Tapu. Amine.

The Lord be with you.

I don’t know about you but it seems to me that the world is continually in a real mess.
Currently in Syria we have Moslems fighting Moslems; in the Ukraine we have Christians
standing off against Christians; in Egypt, Iraq and Syria we have Christians and Moslems
being killed by extremists; in the Pacific we have many islands which are rapidly
becoming victims of rising sea water as a result of climate change making previous
productive land uninhabitable; in Nigeria we have hundreds of girls taken captive or
worse for political gains; we have outbreaks of diseases which previously were under
control in countries which have been under stress due to warring factions; in our country
we have growing inequality between peoples with increasing social problems generated
as a consequence. The list goes on and on. Do they worry you? They all certainly
worry me and raise for me questions about how I should react to them.

What to do? Who should I believe? Which way should I go? So many voices! So
many opinions! What is the truth? So many people saying they are right and you should
do what they say; it’s the only way! How I sometimes wish that things were easier and
more straightforward. Who should I trust? Things used to seem to be a lot simpler
and what to do more obvious. Or were they? Well maybe the easiest thing is to carry
on as normal, ignore things and let others decide. But is this an option?

Then who do we rely on to change the situations? Politicians, economists, bankers,
multinationals, … and yet these people do not seem to be sorting out the problems of
majority world debt, climate change, warfare and their consequences. Rarely are we
given the full truth about situations as the information we are fed tends to be only what
the teller gives us to suit their agendas. We are then left with searching for where may
the answers to the world’s and society’s problems lie and who we can really trust to
guide us to solutions? I would suggest that our readings this morning give us more
than a few clues to where our trust should lie.

If we believe that the risen Christ is our King and Messiah and is our shepherd then we
should be listening for his voice and not the voice of others. Then as sheep willingly



follow in his footsteps, knowing that he is leading us on the path we need to follow with
no need for a sheepdog to keep us in check. A path that will lead to abundant life where
we are fed, watered and kept secure. How simple it should be? Our dilemma is, that
when there are many voices calling, how do we discern which is the voice of Christ.

One way is to contrast the speaker’s life to that of Jesus. Jesus way of leadership was
through self-giving love which as Peter saw would be imitated by his followers. Jesus
led by example. He was not removed from his people, his sheep whose welfare was
always foremost. Contrast this with our politicians, those who run large companies,
financial institutions, transnational corporations and the like. Do you feel they reflect
the leadership style of our Saviour? I know we too often feel profits are placed before
people. When times are tough, we are told to tighten their belts but it does not seem to
apply to them. They seem to live in a world divorced from the vast majority of people.
Their own power and wealth is more important than what might be right; looking after
their own interests, not those of the sheep who have put their trust in them.

A second dilemma is when we hear the voice of Christ but the path he is leading us on
seems to be too rocky, full of potholes while over yonder the grass is greener, the road is
smoother, the rewards more tempting and immediate. Which road to follow? Can I
travel the smoother path pretending that I am following the true shepherd? Can I
wander from pasture to pasture? This I would suggest is a dilemma that we all face.
We don’t want to suffer, we want all the best things in life now, not later. And yet, as
Peter said, if we are to become imitators of Christ who showed that abundant life comes
through self-giving love that may mean that at times we will need to suffer in order to do
the right thing by God. In suffering like Christ we may help lead people back to God
knowing it is not us but Christ who is working in us.

Knowing that not all people recognise Christ as their shepherd, how are we as Christians
going to address the issues that face us and the world? I suppose first and foremost
is by the way in which we live our lives in faith. That is in recognizing our risen Lord as
our Saviour and responding accordingly in thanks by imitating his life in our actions and
living. Our reading from Acts summarises the early Church’s response to what had
happened to them through Christ and which enabled the Church to grow. In meeting as
a new family they laid down four landmarks for the Church to follow. The teaching of
the apostles, a common life of fellowship, the breaking of bread, and praying. From this
foundation they grew the Church. Four things which go together, that we should use as
a measuring rod for our life in Christ and to help us travel in the right direction as part of
Christ’s kingdom movement. How well do we stack up? Where do we need to
improve? Think about it! Think about yourself! Think about us as St John’s people!
Are we shaping our lives by the teaching handed down to us from the apostles and to
constant, lifelong Christian learning or are our minds shaped by whatever social
pressures are most persuasive of the culture that surrounds us with Jesus around as a
pale influence in our living? Do we think we can go it alone with no need of Christian
fellowship to sustain a living faith? Do we see the importance of our breaking bread



together which is a way of saying that Jesus’ death and resurrection are the centre of
everything. Do we pray? I will leave it to you to decide!

It is interesting to note how those early Christians shared a common purse as if they
were a single family each contributing out of their resources, not holding back what was
surplus to their needs. This reflected the life the disciples had as they journeyed with
Jesus through Galilee and Judea and now that they numbered themselves in thousands
they still continued this pattern. How are we to carry this on now that the Church
numbers not thousands but millions spread throughout the world? Today there are
many Christians and agencies who give themselves tirelessly to the work of making this
practical sharing of resources a reality but they rely on our continued support. Are we
doing enough to see that the resources we have whether personal or collective are being
used so that those in need can have a life that God intends for each one of us? Or do
we hold back (maybe like Ananias and Sapphira) and only give a portion of what we
could to the common purse. This way of living by the early Christians stood the world’s
values, not the least its systematic injustices, on their head. Maybe we have to do
more, a lot more in order to help overturn those same systematic injustices that still exist
in the world: poverty, disease, inequality, ethnic and cultural division …

Our opening hymn today “Guide me, O thou great Redeemer” brings together these
aspects of a Christian Life. Prayer for guidance as we travel through the world, praying
that we will be nourished and fed along the way. All the time being led from the front by
Christ. Who by his death opened the gate for us, the gate that leads to a life which is
not separated from God. Praying that in Christ we too are risen to a new life, reconciled
and forgiven. How can we then not offer in thanks endless songs of praise not just in
words but in the life we lead on the path that Christ has trail-blazed for us to follow.

Are you an Easter person? Are we Easter people? Men and women who have
accepted the call to be part of a new creation, a new world? People who accepted
Jesus as their king and wish to learn his way of being human in order to help continue
the establishment of God’s kingdom here on earth. Through the cross of Christ we have
been put right with God. The forgiveness of sins that occurred through Jesus’ death by
crucifixion was the announcement that there was a new way of being human. That
accepting our risen Saviour as our king we can challenge the world and its leaders and
declare that its violence, its fighting, its power struggles, its arrogance, its selfishness, its
disdain for those who are powerless is not how it should be. There is another way, the
way of a servant, the way of Jesus, the way of God.

St John the Evangelist 11th May 2014


